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From the Principal ‘s Desk,

As we commemorate the 300th birth
anniversary of Devi Ahilya Mata, we must
look back at her journey of life, a life of
piety, religiousness and values. We are
proud that our university is named after
her and so is our airport. She stands out
as an administrator and planner, one who
put the peace and prosperity of her
kingdom above all. In the age of rigid
social norms and the stronghold of
patriarchal traditions, Ahilya Mata ruled
over Malwa for 30 vyears. It bears
testimony to her grit and determination.

Editorial

» Punyashlok Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar was
more than a queen—she was a
visionary, a reformer, and a deeply
compassionate ruler, endowed with the
highest administrative abilities. Her
life is exemplary owing to her
leadership rooted in justice, empathy,
and dedication to the people. Ahilya
Mata stands out as a truly empowered
woman especially in a time when
women in power were rare. She has
carved out a legacy that continues to
inspire generations.

Her life is an embodiment of living
ethically, fulfilling responsibilities and
upholding the principles of good
governance. She not only build temples
and restored many, she upheld
agriculture and trade, thus bringing
stability to her kingdom. A woman who
displayed religious tolerance and
acumen on matters of revenue, and
was a soclal reformer as well. She
brought to her subjects peace and
prosperity in her reign of 30 years.

“ Since Ahilyadevi was fully aware of
the deceitful aggressiveness of the
British, she described the tactics of the
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The youth today should look up to her
exemplary life to imbibe the right values.

It is a matter of pride that we are able to
dedicate this special issue of our quarterly
newsletter to Ahilya Mata. The
contributions of students and faculty
members have enriched it with articles
and specially appreciable is the hand
made painting of Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar by
our Il year student.

Jai Hind.

British saying, “Hinstra shwapade
yuktiprayuktine martil pan aswalache
marane mahakathin. Surat dharun
marale tarach marel. Nahitar tyache
chapetit kuni sapadala tar tyala
gudgulya karun to thar karil. Tashi hi
engrajanchi ladhai aahe.” (One might be
able to kill brutal animals tactfully.
However, killing a bear is very difficult.
A bear dies only if one captures it and
slays it. Otherwise, if it grabs one, it
would maul and kill him, Similar is the
war against the British.)”1

This goes on to prove her political
wisdom. Lokmata Ahilya Devi ruled as
per the principles of righteousness. Her
spiritual inclinations make her an
unprecedented ruler.

Reference:

1. Dr. Devidas. ¢ Devi Ahilyabai: More
than a ruler’. Unheard Voices. 14 May
2024, vol. 2.
https://socialstudiesfoundation.org/wp
-content/uploads/2024/05/UV-14th-
MAY .pdf

Dr. Deepa Vanjani -
Prof. Sanjay Sharma -



Page 2 of 9

Special Edition Perihelion Dedicated to Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar

*

Essay Punyashlok Devi_Ahilya Bai Holkar:
The Philosopher Queen of India

Early Life: Ahilya Bai was born into a humble family of the Dhangar
community. Her father, Mankoji Shinde, was a village headman who ensured that his
daughter received a good education—an unusual step at a time when women’s
education was not widely encouraged. Her life changed forever when Malhar Rao
Holkar, the commander of the Maratha Empire under Peshwa Bajirao I, noticed her
virtues and chose her as the bride for his son, Khanderao Holkar. At the age of eight,
Ahilya Bai was married into the Holkar dynasty and moved to Indore. Devi Ahilya Bai
Holkar, often referred to as "Punyashlok Ahilya Bai,” was one of the most revered
female rulers in Indian history. Born on May 30, 1725, in the village of Chondi in
Maharashtra, Ahilya Bai’s life is a shining example of courage, wisdom, devotion, and
benevolent leadership. Her rule over the Malwa kingdom during the 18th century is
remembered for its progressive administration, architectural contributions, and a
deep commitment to dharma (righteousness). Tragedy struck her early when her
husband died in the battle of Kumbher in 1754. Further loss followed with the death
of her father in-law in 1766 and her only son soon after. Despite the immense personal
grief, Ahilya Bai rose to the occasion with extraordinary strength and was crowned
the queen of Malwa in 1767.

Just and Wise Ruler: As the queen, Ahilya Bai Holkar demonstrated a rare
blend of compassion and administrative acumen. She transformed Indore into a
flourishing and prosperous city. Her reign lasted nearly three decades, and she is
remembered for bringing stability, justice, and good governance to her kingdom.
Ahilya Bai was deeply devoted to the welfare of her subjects. She held daily public
audiences where people could voice their grievances directly. She personally oversaw
the administration of justice and was known for being accessible, fair, and
empathetic. Under her leadership, the Malwa region became a center of culture,
trade, and learning. Patron of Architecture and Religion: One of Ahilya Bai’s most
enduring legacies lies in the realm of architecture and religious patronage. She
undertook the construction and renovation of numerous temples, dharamshalas (rest
houses), wells, and ghats (riverfront steps) across India—from the Kashi Vishwanath
Temple in Varanasi to temples in Dwarka, Somnath, Rameswaram, and Puri. Ahilya
Bai did not restrict her support to Hindu temples alone. She was inclusive and
tolerant, encouraging unity among different communities and faiths. She used her
own wealth for religious and public welfare purposes, without imposing any additional
taxes on her people.

Legacy: Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar passed away on August 13, 1795. Her death
marked the end of a golden era in the Holkar dynasty, but her memory continues to
inspire generations. In 1996, the Government of India renamed Indore Airport as Devi
Ahilya Bai Holkar Airport in her honor. Her name is also associated with universities,
hospitals, and awards that celebrate service and leadership. Ahilya Bai is celebrated
as an embodiment of ideal womanhood— strong, wise, and spiritually grounded. She
proved that leadership is not about power or privilege, but about service, sacrifice,
and dedication to one’s people.

Conclusion: Punyashlok Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar stands as a timeless symbol of
righteous leadership, female empowerment, and cultural renaissance. Her story
teaches us that with determination,compassion,andintegrity, even in the face of
personal loss, one can serve humanity and leave behind an indelible legacy. In the
history of India, her name shines brightly among the greatest rulers the country has
ever known.

Abhay Mishra
B.Sc 2nd year (C.S.)
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The Enlightened Ruler Who Shaped History %

Imagine a ruler who, in the 18th century, led with such wisdom and
compassion that her legacy echoes through time. That was Devi Ahilyabai Holkar,
the indomitable queen of Malwa, whose 28-year reign from 1767 to 1795 remains a
beacon of enlightened leadership.

Ahilyabai wasn’t just a ruler; she was a visionary. Under her reign, Malwa
flourished, not just in wealth but in culture, infrastructure, and social welfare. She
demonstrated unmatched administrative acumen, fostering peace and prosperity.
Unlike many contemporary rulers, Ahilyabai’s governance was grounded in fairness
and justice. She implemented progressive policies that prioritized the welfare of
her people, including building roads, temples, and ghats, and reviving agricultural
productivity.

Her contributions to culture are profound. As a patron of art and architecture,
Ahilyabai commissioned several temples, including the famous Kashi Vishwanath
temple at Varanasi. Her focus on building infrastructure led to the development of
Malwa as a thriving cultural hub, and her kingdom became a symbol of religious
tolerance and unity.

Ahilyabai was also a progressive thinker. She was deeply committed to
education and women’s empowerment. She encouraged learning for all,
irrespective of caste and gender, and supported the establishment of institutions
that advanced knowledge and culture. Her reign was one of inclusivity, where
everyone was treated with dignity, and equal opportunity was provided to the
people.

Her legacy wasn’t confined to the time of her rule. Devi Ahilyabai’s decisions
and policies continue to inspire leaders and citizens across India and beyond. She is
a shining example of how wise leadership, rooted in empathy, can transform a
society for the better.

Balraj Dhakad
B.Sc. lind Year

A Beacon of Virtue

In India’s history, a queen so fair,
Ahilyabai Holkar, with wisdom rare.
Born in 1725, in Chondi's humble nest,
She rose to greatness, and her legacy finds rest.

With Malhar Rao’s guidance, she learned to lead,
And after his death, her own path she'd read.
A just and fair ruler, with a heart so kind,
She brought prosperity to her people, left behind.

Her reign, a golden era, for all to see,
Maheshwar flourished, a city of glee.
Temples, roads, and rest houses, she did build,
Her people's welfare, her greatest shield.

A patron of arts, and learning's might,
She encouraged scholars, and poets in sight.
Her own life, a testament to virtue true,
A shining example, for me and you.

Ahilyabai's legacy lives on, a guiding light,
Inspiring generations, through day and night.
Her story's told, in verse and in prose,

A tribute to her greatness, forever it flows.

Harshita kandare
BCA Ist year
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Anubhuti Mishra
B.Sc. lll year
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The Legend

1. Introduction: -

Punyashloka Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar was one of India's most honoured and fair
rulers. She was born on May 31, 1725, in the village of Chondi, Maharashtra. She
Honored the limitations of her era to emerge as a mighty queen of the Malwa empire.
Her life was dedicated to dharma (duty), devotion, and intense regard for the well-
being of her people. Today, on her 300th birthday anniversary, we recall her as an
exemplary ruler and a symbol of women empowerment.

2. Early Life and Accession to Power: -

Ahilya Bai was of humble, non-royal origin. Her intelligence and chivalrous
nature impressed Malhar Rao Holkar, the Malwa king, who selected her as a bride for
his son, Khanderao Holkar. Upon the death of her husband and father-in-law, Ahilya
Bai asserted herself to become the ruler of the kingdom. In spite of resistance from
members of the court and society, she emerged as a shrewd and capable ruler.

3. Her Rule and Successes: -

As a queen, Ahilya Bai Holkar governed from Indore and ushered peace and
prosperity into her kingdom. She was famous for her just decisions, encouragement
of agriculture and trade, and the advancement of education and justice. One of her
greatest contributions was the reconstruction of temples that were destroyed during
invasions—like the Kashi Vishwanath Temple in Varanasi. She also constructed wells,
dharamshalas (rest houses), and roads to assist travelers and pilgrims throughout
India.

4. Her Values and Lifestyle: -

Ahilya Bai led a simple and disciplined life. She began her day early with
prayers and spiritual work, followed by court sessions where she heard the problems
of her people. She believed in equality, charity, and moral governance. Even though
she was a powerful ruler, she lived humbly and dressed simply, showing that true
greatness lies in humility and service.

5. Conclusion: -

Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar is still a source of inspiration for all Indians, particularly
women. Her courage, leadership, and dedication to public service are remembered
with pride. Celebrating her 300th Jayanti, we are reminded that leadership is not
about power, but about compassion, justice, and duty. She fully lived up to the name
"Punyashlok”, i.e., "one whose deeds are pure and holy."

Suhani Yadav
B.Sc. Ill year
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The Multifaceted LoRmata Ahilya Bai *

Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar’s name finds reference in the book ‘Great Women of
India’ which deals with the ideals of Indian womanhood. | had bought the
book from the Ramakrishna Mission book store in Varanasi a few years back.
Some excerpts from the essay are:

1. “ Once she decided not to follow her husband as a sati, she diverted all
her energies to the affairs of the state. She had an inborn religious
bent...devoting many hours every day on reflection, prayer and scriptural
study. “ ( p. 359)

2. “ Conciliation and kindness were her watchword,but she could be stern
when occasion required it. In the beginning of her reign, the Chandravats, a
Rajput clan, rose in revolt against her. Their territory had been transferred
by their ruler to Malhararao to be annexed to the state of Indore. As soon as
the latter died, they tried to get rid of the Holkar’s rule. Tukoji Holkar, her
general , was away on duty in north India, but she did not wait. She collected
whatever forces she could, led it personally and put down the revolt.
Similarly certain Bhil tribes in Satpura grew troublesome. She arrested their
leader...quelled the restless elements in the state, so much so that they never
troubled her again.” ( p. s360)

3. “ “ The success of Ahilya Bai in the internal administration of her
domains,” in the words of Sir John Malcolm, “ was altogether wonderful...she
certainly appears...to have been one of the purest and most exemplary rulers
e e that ever existed.” “ ( p. 360-361)

Reference :

Great Women of India. Eds. Swami Madhavananda & Ramesh Chandra
Majumdar. Advaita Ashrama, Publication Department, Kolkata. 7th reprint,
May 2014. ISBN 81-85301-30-1.

Dr. Deepa Vanjani
Head, English Department

Extra Bullet:

The Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar Award, part of the Nari Shakti Puraskar, is given
to private sector organizations or public sector undertakings that have made
outstanding contributions towards women's empowerment and welfare. The
award is named after Ahilyabai Holkar, an 18th-century ruler of the Malwa
kingdom. Elaboration: The Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar Award is specifically for
organizations that have demonstrably worked to uplift and empower women.

* The Nari Shakti Puraskar, in its entirety, recognizes exceptional contributions
to women's socio-economic empowerment, implementation of women related
legislation, and other areas of importance to women's well-being.

* The award is a way to acknowledge the strength, influence, and abilities of
women to effect positive change in society.

« It is a way to celebrate women as game-changers and catalysts of positive
change.

* The award is open to both individuals and institutions.
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SATBHATAT, IISTHTTT, <dT RIS BleTdhy

Sketch by Surya Pratap Singh Chawda, B.Sc. 2nd Year




